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!, »ade a report to provide for the accommodationof repor.ern and foreign ministers, and a

Uaiea' gallery ; bat a room shall be set apart
for u te'egr&pb office; empowering the Doorkeeper10 emp'cy fim additional messengers,
and e>x laborers; sjd curtailing the classes of
pernor.& to be admitted to the fi 2or. The report
wes adopted
Tne deaths of Messrs. Brenton and Lcckhart,

!luu of It diar.a, were aunoonced, and the House
adjonrneO lo the fourth of January.

WASHINGTON. D. C.
TSUtfeDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1867.

THE LAST HUMBER OF THE VOLUME.

With this number, the Era closes its eleventh
volume. How many of our subscribers, at this

important juncture, intend to leave us? With
how many shall we commence our twelfth
volume ?

THE HEW AMEEICAH CYCLOPEDIA.

We shall notice in onr next number Appleton'sNew American Cyclopa-dia, the first numberof which is just issued. It is published by
* subscription only.

A special agent of the Messrs. Appletons is
mw in this city, who will call on the citizens
generally. Orders for him may be sent to Shillingtou'abookstore.where copies may be
wen.and they will receive prompt attention.

CAPTURE OF WALKER. AHD RETURH TO
THE UHITID STATES.

I
.

In our news columns may be found an accountof the capture of the 44 man of destiny,"
as our Southern frienda like to Btyle him,
and his return to the United States. His career
was cut short. The time has not yet come for
Americanizing Central America.

Tfcia sudden catastrophe must afflict the
Southern Propaganda. The President will soon
find out that he has stirred up a hornet's nest.
Perhaps the Commodore will appear to have
displayed too much zeal.
At all events, the Administration must do

something to assuage the bitterness of the disappointmentof the fire eaters. What of Cuba ?

MR. BENTON AND THE SUPBEKE COURT.
Hi-tonral and l.egal F.iainiiinlion of the Decision of the
Supreme Court in the Dred Scott Ca*e. By the Author
of the Thirty Years* View. New York D. Appleton
U Co. For sale in Washington !<y J. Shillinetou.
We are indebted to Mr. Benton for a copy of

this " Examination," which, although at one
time arrested by a severe attack of sickness in
the author, bears all the marks of his inexhaustibleintellect, and is a triumphant refutationof the dicta of the Supreme Court, in regardto the u unconctitutionality of the MisaiuriCompromise, and the self-extension of
the Federal Constitution to the Territories."

In an elaborate Introductory Note he sets
forth at length his objections to the decision
of the Court," uot only because it was without
jurisdiction and wrong in itself, but because it
was political, pertaining to the policy of civil
government of the Union, interfering with the
administration of the bff&irs of the State."
The ground is taken and ably maintained that

Congress holds its powers from the Constitution,must construe these powers for itself, is
not bound by the decisions of the Supreme
Court; and that this Tribunal has no right to
attempt to decide political questions, " affectingCongress in its legislative capacity."

Congress ought to follow its own opinion, independently,as it did " in the case of the
United States Bank, the Sedition Law," Ac.,

.»_r«j. c..j; »»

IMr. Buchanan appears to entertain quite
a different view. He hailed the opinion of
the Court in the cose of the Missouri Compromise,although it assumed to set aside the
views on which the Government had acted
from the beginning of the Constitution, and
would doubtless he pleased if the Court would
settle for the Executive and Congress all questionson which they have to act. In other
words, he would have Congress and the Executivelook to the Court, not the Constitution,
for the definition of their powers, swear allegianceto the Court, not the Constitution.

Mr. Benton next proceeds to his main work,
the Examination of the Court's Opinion, under
three heads:

1. As it concerns the power exercised by
Congress over the original territory of the UnitedStates.

2. As it concerns the new territory acquired
by the Louisiana Purchase.

3. As it respects the Missouri Compromise
Act.
The great object is to show that Congress

exercised, and rightfully, supreme authority
over the Territories,"both original and acquired;that it governed them independently of the
Constitution, by virtue of sovereign ar.d propri
taryrights; that the question of admitting or
prohibiting Slavery u never rose higher than a

question cf expediency aud that all this continuedto he the case, without distinction of
men or parties, and with the universal concurrencyof all the departments of the Government,legislative, executive, judiciary, State
and Federal, from the legislative adoption of
«k. » «

ui iiui, iu mo yrar i aowiiI to tfce abrogation of the'Missouri Compromise
io 1856.
We nead not say with what energy the argumentis presented, with what an array of facts

and variety of illustrations it is enforced.
Theautlcr sera clearly the practical effect

sought by the promulgation ofthe new doctrines^especially that of the " Sell-Kxtenslon of the
Constitution with Slavery to Territories ".the
institution of Slavery instantly in all Territory,
over all cpposirg laws and usages.

u That is the declared <fleet of the transmigrationof the Constitution to free territory bythe author of the doctrine; and great is the
extent of country, either acquired or to be acquired,iu which the doctrine is to have application.All New Mexico and California, at the
time it was broached.all the Territories now
bad, wherever situated, and as much as can be
added to them.these additions have alreadybeen cocsidetable, and vast, and varied accessionsare ftill expected. Arzonia has been acquired; fifty millions were obliged to Mexico
tor ber northern half, to include Monterey and
Saltillo; a next is now offerred for Sonora and
Sinoloa, down to Gnayamas; Tehuantepec/Nicaragua, Panama. Darien, the Spanish part
of San Domingo, Cuba, with islands on both
idee of the tropical continent. Nor do we
top at the two Arizoniua, thin coasts and islands
as they are; but, circumscribing the homogeneousglobe, we look wistfully at the Sandwich
Islands, and on some germ in the Polynesian
group ; and plunging to the antipodes, pounce
down upon Formosa in the Chinese sea. Such
were the schemes of the last Administration,
and most contiuue, should its policy continue.
Over all these provinces, and islands, and
ports, now free, our Constitution muit spread,
(if we acquire them, and the decision of the
Supreme Court stands,) overriding and overrulingall Anti Slavery law in their respective
limits, and planting African Slavery in its place,

. beyond the power of Congress or the people
there to prevent it."

After this, we car.not suppose that the veterananthor of this rearching Examination, who
' sees so clearly the fearful consequences of these

opinions of the Sapreme Court, can bring himselfto support in any way an Administration
and a Party which have formally incorporated
them into their creed, and pledged themselves
to abide by them in their policy.

flfejT The Editor of the Era will receive his
friend', as usual, New Year's Pay.

L ,

*

POLITICAL TRUTHS . RIGHT OFSELF-GOVERNMENT.POPULARSOVEREIGNTY.

It is impossible to state the fundamental
Truths of Politioal Science with mathematical
exactness. Theorists who attempt this, and
then undertake to reason accordingly, fall into
inextricable difficulties.
The axiom of the Declaration of Independpendence,that11 Governments derive their just

powers from the consent of the governed,"
nofHa narefnl interpretation to pive it anv prac-

tical value. Let us attempt to apply the Principlewhich seems so intelligibly-enunciated to a

State.for example, South Carolina. Who are

the "governed?" Men, women, and children.
white, black, and mulatto.free peopleand slaves.
Does tbe Government of the State derive its
"just powers" from the consent of all these
classes ? Literally, all are " governed ".but,
as a matter of fact, we know that slaves, and
colored people, and women, and children, are

not included in that term : their consent is not
asked to the endowment of the Government
with any power; all that is necessary is, the consentof the free white males. But, here again
we must resort to interpretation. Only free
white males over tvaentyone are meant. WhyJ^
By what law of nature is it, on what self-evidertt
principle is it, that free white males of eighteen,
nineteen, twenty, are excluded? And is the
consent of all free white males over twenty-one
necessary to secure a just power to the Government?No.otherwise there never could be
any just Government. The consent of only a

majority of them is required. Must tbe consentbe formal or implied, preliminary or subj
sequent ? The Declaration sayeth not.
Here then is a great Truth, as it is called, of

the Declaration of Independence, stated in
terms so inexact as to require a series of conotnintinnfltn metIra it inta) li rvihla und fit fXi» en.

. . * .r

plication. The proposition that " all Governmentsderive their jast powers from the consent
of the governed," means, generally, that they derivetheir power from the consent of a majority
of males over twenty one, or exceptionally, as in
the case of South Carolina and other slave
States, from the consent of a majority of the
free white males over twenty-one.the consent
in both coses being either formal or implied.

This may answer as a convenient definition
of a Principle, acted upon in this country, but
it will uot bear the test of rigid scrutiny. Suppose,for instance, the majority of free white
males should endow the Government with powerto prohibit religious worship except in one

way, and to exact a certain religions belief as

a test of eligibility to cflice, would it be a just
power?
Every one sees that something more is necessaryto constitute a just power in Government,

than the consent of the governed.of the majorityof males over twenty Qne. It must be in
accordance with justice.with the natural right
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, as

inherent in every hnman being. Right and
wrong do not depend upon majorities or minor
ities. Neither a minority nor the whole of a

community can invest Government wjth a just
power to do injustice.
Another example of the inexactness with

which Political Truths are stated, is to be found »

in the discussion of what is called u Sovereignty."" Sovereignty " means, supreme power. In
its highest sense, it belongs to God alone. As
defining powers existing in human conditions,
if. nf noeiAno maoninrra T f I a
m9 MUMIVU w« * M. ivuu UJVU-JI'I^UI IV iO bUC Ulgll*
est power in a State.but there may be inferior
Sovereignties. There is an absolute Sovereigntyand a limited Sovereignty. That of the
Czar is absolute, that of the Queen of England.

^ v -.-WW www-. W«« JL ntJIWUTj »r/?rr4

eign, and yet, officially, during his term of office,he wields more power than Queen Victoria.We do not style Congress, Sovereign ; yet it
is less amenable to public opinion than the
British Parliament, which is often styled Sovereign.American politicians speak of the SovereignPeople, although the People are the
" governed," not the Government; and of the
Sovereign States, although the Federal Constitution,and the Laws passed in pursuance
thereof, are the supreme law of the land," anythingin the laws of the States to the contrary
notwithstanding."

It is vain to attempt to confine the word
Sovereignty to one thing, as Governor Walker
does in his Letter to the President. Usage forbidsit. So restricted a definition would lead to
continual misunderstandings. Sovereignty residesalone in the People, says Mr. Walker.
that is, in the People cf each State : there ia no
other Sovereignty. And yet, it ia only on rare
occasions that this Sovereienty makes itself
manifest, as, for example, in the creation, the
ratification, or the amendment of a Constitution.neverin the ordinary functions of Government,never in the administration.

Sovereignty resides in the People of each
State, as the source of all political power. That
is true; but the term is greatly expanded in
popular acceptation. Each State.that is, the
Government of each.being the State organized,is sovereign and independent in relation to
other State Governments. The United Stater.
that is, the Government, being the State.f organizedfor certain purposes, as one body, is
free, sovereign, independent, in relation to all
other Governments. The State Government,being supreme within its limits, is Sovereign.The Federal Government, being Bupremewithin its limits, is Sovereign.
The People of each State, being the source of

all power in either, are Sovereign, although
they cannot act upon the humblest individual
except throngh the limited Sovereignties derivedfrom themselves. The citizen owes allegianceto the Government of his StAte and to
the Government of the United Statee : to them
he looks fcr protection.their laws he obeys :
he does n»t acknowledge allegiance to " the
People," or look to them for protection ; and
they do not enact the laws regulating his
interests. Strange that the only American
Sovereign should be so completely ignored by
everybody, except the political theorist and the
demagogue!

Southern dogmatists of a certain school claim
that Sovereignty over the Territories resides
alone in the People of the Statee.or, more precisely,in the People of each State. Accordingto this, there are thirty-one distinct Sovereigntiesover oar Territories, each possessing an
cquai rignt to govern them. When they acquiredtheir Sovereignty, how they are to exerciseit, how they are to decide, when conflict
ing in their views, we are not informed. The
Constitution of a State defines what the State
Government may do, and how it shall be done ;the Constitution of the United States defines
what the h ederal Government may do, and
how it shall be done ; but we have no Constitutiondirecting how the People of each State
shall, as a Sovereign, exercise Sovereign functionsover the Territories of the Union.

This Southern notion is too ridiculous for furthercomment.
Next, we have the theory that the people of

a Territory possess Sovereignty, and, in the exerciseof their Sovereign rights, have a right to
determine their own institutions.a theory just
as groundless as the one just noticed. The
Sovereignty of the People of a Territory ! When
do they acquire it ? At first, a hundred adventurerssettle on a vast domain, acquired by the
Government of the United States. Does Sovereigntyreside in them ? Does settlement investthem with a right to govern the hundreds
of thousands of equate miles of a Territory, of
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which they occupy a few tho^-pand acres 7

They multiply; immigration tvlds to their
numbers. Congress encloses thyn within cer-

tain boundaries.organizes them mto a political
community.gives them a Constitution.authorizesthem to carry on the work of self-governmentto a certain extent.appoints them a

Governor, a Secretary of StateL an Attorney
General, a Judiciary. Who exercises Sovereignright here.the people of i Territory, or

Congress ? Can they do more than they are

authorized to do? Can they * zeroise a singlepower not granted by Congr ja 7 And has
not the Dower been asrain and n fain reserved
by Congress, to revise their law:, and to annul
them, should it see proper ? I * they Sovereign,then, after their Territorial* organization ?
Where is the evidence? Brigh^ttn Yonng and
his People, acting upon this assumption, are

denounced as rebels; the Hons* of Representatives,affirming that they are rb$>els, appoints
a Committee to examine the right of their
Delegate to hold his seat in that body; the
President dispatches an army U? put down the
rebellion; and if the counsel of Senator Douglas
be followed, the act organizing heir organizationas a Territory will be repea *<1!

Territorial Sovereignty t Squa- ter SovereigntyI Popular Sovereignty in Ten$ lories I What
miserable mockery.
The men who deal most flippa tly with these

phrases, knew that they mean n«<hing.
The plain truth is that whi, i has always

been acted upon, in « greater cf less degree :

Tho Sovereignty over the Ter tones of the
Union resides in the Federal Go\ jrnment. The
States ceded to the Congress of the Confeder.
ation the Northwest Territory; Congress acceptedthe cession, aj»d provided +n Ordinance,
in the form of a Coupact, for i(a government.
The Congress of the Constitution^ through that
instrument expressly, became bqpjud by the engagementsof the oid Congress, and, in pursuanceof this obligation, at it* first session
passed an act recogrising that Ordinance, and
giving it effect. T1 e clause in^the Constitution,authorizing it to pass all needful rules
and regulations for t »e Territory jtr any other
property of the United States, r-ss clearly intendedto apply to that Territc/y, but being
general in its views and required by the relationsof the Federa \ Go'*ernme-1 to any Territory,would apply ;eas< nably o any other
Territory which migl < be tcquirt I.
Whether the frami fB of the Co, stitution contemplatedfurther Te xitotjal acq> isition, we do

net know: certainly ;hey did ny grant power
iu express terras to ijjbqui * ; altj, >ngh, in conferring011 the Presic^-nt s od the' enate power
to make Treaties, it tx)>y b argue* that they evidentlyconferred the >iwe' of Teh torial acquisition.So, too, the t ime power f :ight be incidentalto the power o Cot gress t declare war.

Conquests might be nad , and . inquests retained,as indemnity *pr vf *ong d<^e, or securityfor peace.
By Treaty, Conquest, or F rchase, the

Federal Goverrunent v.aa vcquiref Territory.
not the Sovereign I eop' i of e- ch separate
State; and the powej to govern s plainly inseparablefrom the tjpwe to acq- ire and possess.Even were th» re t o claup . in the Constitutionauthorizing \.ong ees to £ ^ke all needfulrules and regulations 'for the 1 Territory or

other property of the.United Statjl, the FederalGovernment, from* the plain ffcopriety and
necessity of the case, mm t posse*? this right,
as incident to its rifht 1» acqu'e. It alone
is Sovereign over th i TeTitoriev'. and in the
exercise of its right?} is limited by its dis.1.*" -Jr.-At--restitutionis a form -pf Governii^nt for the
S*atea united, not Teiritor es. Territories have
n»j State rights. 1

The Federal Gove umi nt maj.* govern the
Territories by a GcVern >r and Council, or

through a Governor,*Legislature, and Judiciary.It may, if it s # p 'oper, withhold the
power of Belf-govern^ ent, or it msy grant it.
It may authorize the_ people of a Territory to
form a State Constitution*- or refnpe them authority.It may rat fy tie forts of a State
Constitution formed { y thim, volvotarily, and
receive them iuto the^Uni-ln, on ti^eir petition,
or refuse such ratification and petition ; and
until admitted into t^e Gnion as a State, the
people of a Territory ?ave no sov.jreignty, but
arj under the contro^of the Fed ral Government.The Govern) tent may * in wrong.
may act oppressively.but it nc ist then be
arrairrnpd. nr.! r»n or ,atitritir»n&1 rrmn.ln kiit

ou grounds of reasonsaud natural right. The
people of a Territory have no ri, bt to resist
under the Constitution or in virtu .of the Constitution,for it is not over, them ; it is not, as
assumed by the Pro Slavery ma jrity of the
Supreme Court, for I ro-Slavery ^rposes, extendedto thorn. The r only right -?f resistance
is, the great natural aght of revolution.We are at pains to make these .lews prominent,lest some of oar ,-caders be psVplwed with
the discussions which now seem j turn upon
the question of PopuUr Sovereign ty, aud lose
sight of the simple, cl,*ar, well-established principlesheld by the Rep jblicans in l ammon with
the founders of our ^onstitntion* concerning
the relations of the federal G<?-ernment to
Territories. 1

The doctrine that'/ould placesthem under
thirty-one distinct 8e,yereignties,wwould make
all Territorial Government an impossibility.
The doctrine that claims for the- people of a

Territory, before or after Territorial organi
zation, Sovereign rights, has no gtpnnd to rest
upon.is inconsistent with the p-»wer always
exercised by Congress over Territories, by the
consent and co-operation of all parties.and
cannot be carried (Tut without 'encouragingthem in rebellion. ^ v
The doctrine tbat 'lthe Federal Constitution

is self extended to tl^ Territories is false, be
cause that paper was -made by the people of the
I* nited Stat63, not Territories; for &fates, not Territories; applies to States, not Territories. If so
extended, all Territories would at once rise to
Tue rank and claims* of States, t«od as such,be entitled, without a<n of Congresr_ to organizeState Constitutions, £?rm State C-pvernments,and elect Representatives and Senators to
Congress. *
Tne only true doctrine is, that "the Federal

Government is Sovereign over Territories, has
a right to govern then at its will,keep them
in a Territorial condi ion so long as it shall
deem best, to prohib^ in them a^y institution
or practice which it w&yjudge detrimental to
the public welfare, t< admit the»n as States,either by authorizing preliminary Conventions
to form State Constitutions, or by ratifying the
proceedings of Conventions h Id I y the People,of their own motion.
How it shall exercise this )ar® -

e - rv n«», so a

question of justice and expedient f not constitionalright. Taking the stands 1 of natural
right as the measure of the jult p^rers of Government,the Federal Government ought not
opprtes these peopl^, ought to .protect their
rights and promote th^ir interests, %ught to con-
suit their will, so far as the general welfare will
allow, ought to invest- them, as*f»r as may be
done, without injury u the United States, withthe power of self government, oog >t, whenever^hey desire, and theircondition justifies it, admitthem as States. In regard specially toKansas, it has done wrong, in repe- ling the actprotecting the Territory against Slavery; ingiving aid and countenance to attet pts to forceSlavery upon it; in m-oguiaing as -> Legislativ

t.
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lion ; and in now attempting to bring Kansas
into the Union with a Pro-Slavery Constitution;
which it knows, and the whole conntry knows,
is repudiated by four-fifths of its qualified voters.
In all this, we do not say it has violated the
Constitution, but it has trampled upon justice
and natural right, and made itself an accomplicein oppression and fraud. It has abused
its unquestioned Sovereignty over the Territory,
by disregarding the will of the majority, by
trampling upon the Democratic doctrine of the
right of self-government, by a policy, subversive
of the peace and order of the Territory, detrimentalto the honor and dangerous to the
Union of these States.

PRESIDENTIAL INTERVENTION AGAINST
SLAVERY.

Mr. Douglas was severely censured by some
Administration Senators, for insinuating that
Washington influence would be brought to
bear, to induce the Pro-Slavery men in Kansas
to vote for the Constitution without Slavery, so

as to embarrass him and his friends in their
opposition to the Constitution.
The Washington correspondent of the RichmondI Va.l Ennuirer. who «A«m* tn nnonlr with

authority concerning the acta and counsels of
the Administration, in a letter to that paper
dated December 21st, makes the following curiousrevelation:

" The President adheres firmly to the positionsassumed in his annual message, and
thinks Gov. Walker's pronunciamento will not
entirely annihilate him. If the Constitution
should be stripped of the Slavery clause by the
vote in Kansas to-day, and such Mr. Buchanan
thinks will be the case, he is sanguine Congress
will accept the Constitution and admit the
Slate.thus banishing from the halls of nationallegislation this apple of discord, this bone
of contention, this fruitful source of agitation
and sectional excitement.

u I understand that Oen. Denver, the Commissionerof Indian Affairs, was dispatched to
Kansas, with special instructions to induce
every Administration Democrat, whether ProSlaveryor not, to vote against the Slavery
clause of the Lecompton Constitution. This
was the only salvation for the Constitution; and
if the Free State men refnsed to vote it out,
the Pro-Slavery men would have it to do.
Events transpiring! after Gen. Denver left here,
induced the President to appoint him Secretary
of the Territory of Kansas, in the place of Mr.
Stanton, removed."
The correspondent who writes the foregoing

is a warm supporter of the Administration, and
is writing to the leading Administration paper
of the South. We presume he knows whereof
he affirms. If the statement be true, it furnishesan extraordinary illustration of the doctrineof Non-intervention, so strongly insisted
upon by the Administration ; and it shows, too,
the desperate shifts the President has resorted
to for the purpose of maintaining an untenable
pasition.

ANOTHER TEST.

"A Northern Democratic Editor" in Washingtonpublishes "a card" in the Union, deprecatingthe severe strictures of Senator Douglas
on the conduct of certain editors from the
North, who, happening to be here, are sending
home to their papers animadversions on his
course. This particular editor avers his sincerityand purity, and sees not how Judge Douglascould complain, were adhesion to the policy
of recognising the Lecompton Constitution
made a party test. The Kansas-Nebraska act,
he says, the moment it became an Administra-
hod measure, was maae " a lesi oj sirMuru-oui
l/nnccrmy. 11c cuutinuifM ;

u It was this test, however, that gave by turns
every State in the North to the Black Republicans,and to the Senatorhimselfa BlackRepublicancolleague in the Senate. It was this test,
though, that sifted the Democratic party, and
gave it riddance of all the Anti-Slavery, Abolitionelements that had given it so much trouble
before ; it purified the party, and in its results
established the inalienable doctrine of Popular
Sovereignty."

It will be observed that, in the spirit ofa martyr,he seems to rejoice in the sufferings and
reverses sustained by his Party in the cause of
Slavery. True, that terrible test prostrated them
in every free State, but it purified them of the
taint of sympathy with Liberty ! What more
could be desired? Unfortunately, time has
shown that the Party after all was not thoroughlypurified.not yet made perfect through sufferingfor Slavery; and this " Northern Democraticeditor " seems willing to subject it to anothertest, still more excruciating. Exact adhesionto the Lecompton Constitution ; make it
a test of Democratic orthodoxy, that the Party
sustain the Administration in forcing the Constitutionof a meager minority upon a vast majority,a Pro-Slavery Constitution hatched by
fraud upon a Free State People.and then you
will thoroughly cleanse the Party of the slightestAnti-Slavery taint; no man would be left in
it who is not ready at all times to do precisely
what the Slaveholding Oligarchy requires.
This " Northern Democratic Editor " has elevatedideas of Democracy.

THE PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR WALKED.

The President, through the Secretary of
State, accepts the resignation of Got. Walker,
but deems it improper to reply to the argument
which accompanies it. On one point, however,
he sees fit to comment.

M You state that the President has changedhis policy in regard to Kansas. And why this
allegation ? Simply because the Convention of
Kansas having, in the exercise of the right belongingto them, decided that they would not
submit the whole Constitution to the people, althoughthey have submitted the all-importantand dangerous question of Slavery, which
threatened to convulse the Union, and was
alone prominent in the minds of the peoplethroughout every State, he had not treated the
submission of this momentous question as a
mere nullity.
"Under these circumstances, it was bis imperativeduty, and this in strict conformity with

previous instructions, to take eare that a fair
election should be held on this vital question,and thus give peace to the Union. Had he
acted in any other manner merely because he
preferred the submission of the Constitution
generally to the people, his responsibility wouldhave been of tbe gravest character."
Not so grave as is the responsibility which

he now assumes, of attempting to force a Constitutionupon the People of Kansas, in defiance
of the principle of self-government, and at the
hazard of civil war.

Mr. Buchanan may assume, if he please, that
the Convention represented the People ofKansas,and that it has fairly submitted to the Peoplethe question of Slavery, but all the world
knows better. Facts flatly contradict himTheConvention was not called by a Legislature
representing the People of Kansas. It was not
elected by the People of Kansas, four-fifths of
whom did not vote.some of them because the
officers appointed by the so-called Legislature
would not register them; some because they
would not recognise, even in appearance, the
authority of that body. It was chosen by an

aggregate vote of less than 2,000, not more
than a fifth of the number of voters in the Territory.The President of the Convention, Mr.
Calhoun himself, acknowledged that it repre-
sentea oniy a minority. JNor did it submit the
Qaeation of Slavery fairly to the People. Tbe
question was, not whether Slavery should be
authorized in the new State, or ezolnded, but
whether slaves might be imported into it. That
we do not misrepresent, is shown by the followingextract from the Proclamation issued by

* \
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TON, D. C., DECEM:
J. Calhoun, President of the Convention, announcingthe election to be held on the 21st,
the provision therefor, and the question to be
determined:

" Now, therefore, be it kaowu to the people
of Kansas Territory, that on the said 21st day
of December, 1857, polls will be opened in the
several election districts of said Territory, at
which the acta&l bonafde white male inhabitants,resident in said Territory, on said' day
aforesaid, shall totefor or against the future
introduction of Slavery into said State of Kansas,in the manner following, as required by
said Constitution :

" The voting shall be by ballot, and those
voting for Kansas as a slave State shall vote a

ballot with the words ' Constitution with Slavery,'and those voting for Kansas to be a free
State shall vote a ballot with the words ' Constitutionwith no Slavery.' "

" Thefuture introduction of Slavery ".that
was the question, and the only question submitted.For the existing Slavery there, the
Constitution had provided that it should be
perpetual!
But even that single question was not submittedfairly, for no man could vote yea or nay

upon it, without voting at the same time for
the Constitution. If a Pro-Slavery man, no

matter if he hated the Constitution, he must
vote for it, if he would make known his will in
favor of the future introduction of S avery.
The special pleading that might be excused

in a pettifogger, does not become the Presidentialoffice.

KANSAS.THE LEGISLATURE.

The following resume of the work accomcomplishedby the Kansas Legislatnre, previousto its adjournment, is given by the correspondentof the Tribune:
"They repealed the law authorizing the Conventionthat framed the Lecompton Constitution; vetoed by Stanton.passed over his veto.

They passed the militia law; vetoed by Stanton.passedover his veto. They elected officersunder it. They provided for submitting
the Lecompton Constitution to a fair vote of
the people on the 4th of January; approved by
Stanton. They passed a law to punish election
frauds; approved by Stanton. They passed a

joint resolution protesting against the LecomptonConstitution, setting forth the facts in connectionwith it, and, as the representatives and
Governor of the Territory, demanded that Congressshall not admit Kansas as a State under
it; signed by Stanton. They proposed a concurrentresolution, reaffirming the Topeka Constitution,declaring it to be the organic law for
the future State, chosen as such by a majority
of the people, and demanding admission under
it as a State of the Union. This was placed
in the shape of a concurrent resolution, to relieveStAntrm frnm the neeeaaito nf nimiinn
Both of these sets of resolutions are to be sent
by the Speaker of the House and the President
of the Council to the President, and each presiding?officer of Congress.
u The Legislature rejected the bill for electingdelegates to a Constitutional Convention.

They neglected or refused to take any Bteps for
submitting the Topeka Constitution together
with the Lecoinpton Constitution. They rejectedthe bill providing for electing officers
under the Lecompton Constitution in January,
to be the officers in case of the acceptance of
said Constitution by Congress."
The Legislature of Kansas, at its special session,acted with prudence and energy.
The Militia Bill wag necessary to save the

Territory from being exposed through the remissnessor sinister policy of the Governor,
who, holding his appoiutmeut from Washington,might entertain views inconsistent with the
interests of the People.

Their provision for submitting the LecomptonConstitution to a vote of the People on the
4th of January, will test the sense of the whole
People in regard to that instrument, and when

.nt.-nj*shA]l Joe sent to Congress, the Presentmay find reason to change ma position.
The Legislature was undisturbed during its

session. General Cass, in the Letter of Instructionsto Mr. Denver, now Acting Governor,
says:

" The Territorial Legislature doubtless convenedon the 7th inst., and while it remains in
session, its members are entitled to be Becure
and free in their deliberations. Its rightful actionmust also be respected. Should it authorizean election by tbe people for any purpose,this election should be held without interruption,
no less than those authorized by the Convention.While the peace of the Territory is preservedand the freedom of election is secured,there need be no fear of disastrous consequences.* * * From whatever quarter it is
auempiea w lmeriere oy violence with the electionauthorized by the Constitutional Convention,or which may be authorized by the Legislature,the attempt must be resisted, and the
security of the elections maintained. The peaceableprogress of these elections can obviouslyoccasion no injury to any citizen of any party,because their results can have only their due
weight under the Constitution and laws."

Mr. Denver is now exercising the functions
of Governor. The disturbances at Fort Scott
did not grow out of the elections, but out of
feuds between the Free State and Pro-Slavery
men. Judge Williams, through the Union,
charges the blame upon the former, the correspondentof the St. Louis Democrat, upon the
latter. Several lives were lost, on both sides,
and United States troops were called out. The
particulars have cot yet reached us, but the accountsseem to be exaggerated.

.

MB. B10DEBICK VERSUS THE PBE8IDEHT.
The California Senator, Mr. Broderick, on

Wednesday of last week came out boldly against
President Buchanan in his Kansas policy. When
Democrats grow manly and outspoken, there is
hope that the race of doughfaces may come to
an end. Mr. Broderick spoke as follows :

" As I am the only Senator, I believe, on this
side of the House who feels disposed, with the
Senator from Illinois and the Senator from
Michigan, to oppose the Lecompton Constitution,1 should like, before the adjournment of
the Senate to-day, to be heard for a very few
minutes on this question.

" I have listened to the debate very attentively,and while I agree with the Senator from
Illinois and the Senator from Michigan in most
of what they have said, I disagree with them in
regard to the President's connection with the

U7L. .L- D : J a _/ at. T T f»-J
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States sent Gov. Walker and Secretary Stanton
to Kansas, they found the people there in a
state of insurrection, and, after a great deal of
labor on the part of those gentlemen, they restoredpeace and quiet to Kansas. I think the
President of the United States and his Cabinet
are alone responsible for the present outbreak
in Kansas. Governor Walker had returned
to Washington before the President of the
United States issued his message. He conversedwith the President of the United States
on the subject of Kansas. I understand that
he told him that fifteen out of the thirty-four
counties in Kansas were deprived of a voice in
the election of delegates to the Lecompton
Convention. If I understand this subject, and
I hope I do, I think that the President of the
United States is alone responsible for the pres
ent state of affairs in Kansas. It is the first
time, I believe, in the history of this country,
that a President of the United States ever

stepped down from the exalted position he
held, to attempt to coerce the people into a base
submission to the unll ofan illegalized body oj
men. I have heard a great deal said about the
question of Slavery being submitted to the
people of Kansas.

" Why, sir, I consider that the question oi
Slavery was submitted to the people of Kansas
at the October election in a more favorable aspectthan it will ever be presented to them
again. Mr. Ransom was nominated by the
Democratic party for Congress, and if I had
been a citizen of Kansas I should have voted
for him. The Pro-Slavery men of Kansas had
the advantage of presenting a man from a free
State tor ooogress ; lor 1 understand, trom very
good authority, that Mr. Ransom is not a ProSlaveryman. What was the result of that
election? We find that Mr. Parrott, the Republicancandidate for Congress, was returned
by a majority of some 3,000. I consider that,
since the people of Kansas had a chance to delibf
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erate on the question of S'avr ry, and to express
their views on it, at the election in October
last, the question of Slavery was settled. I
have been informed, by two Pro-Slavery gentle-
men from Kansas, that the Slavery questiou I

was not discussed at all about the time this
Convention was called to make a Constitution.
They considered that it had been disposed of j
at the October election, and, for that reason,
that it would never be agitated in the Territory
again.

" T . .. I am nlannd in the nn-
A. ttUl ycrjr owuj * .. r*

fortunate position of disagreeing with my party
on this question, for I believe that I rendered
a* much service iu my way in the election of
Mr. Buchanan as any gentleman on this tloor.
He was my choice before the Convention at

Cincinnati met. I considered him the most
available and the most conservative candidate
that could be presented to the American peoplefor election to the Presidency, and for that
reason I supported him. I regret very much
that I am compelled to differ with him on this
question; but, sir, I intend to hold him responsiblefor U. I do not intend, because I am a

member of the Democratic party, to permit the
President of the United States, who has been
elected by that party, to create civil war in
Kansas. The only thing that has astonished
me in this whole matter is the forbearance of
the people of Kansas. If they had taken the
delegates to the Lecompton Convention and floggedthem, or cut their ears off, and driven them
out of the country, I would have applauded
them for the act. I have spoken for the purposeof placing myself right upon this question."

WASHINGTON ITEMS.

Just before its adjournment, the House of
Representatives passed a resolution, providing
new arrangements in the new Hall. They are

as follows :

1. Assigning portions of the galleries for the
use of the press, of foreign ministers, and a
ladies' gallery.

2. Reserving certain lobbies and staircases
for the use of the press and persons admitted
to the floor.

3. Directing the superintendent to fit up the
reporters' gallery with seats, desks, and conveniencesfor writing and taking notes.

4. Reserving the room in the rear of the reporters'gallery for a telegraph room and for
reporters.

5. Directing the present document room to
be fitted np for a cloak room for members.

6. Authorizing six additional assistant doorkeepersand assistaut "messengers, and six additionsllaborers.
7. Amending the 17th, 18th, and 19th rules,

enumerating the persons privileged to the floor,
the terms upon which reporters may be assignedseats, Ac.

8. Allowing the committee further time to
report on the matters referred to them.

It is understood that the arrangements for
members of the press will be completed during
the present recess of Congress.

Early in November, the sloop of war Dale,
Commander McBlair, was lying at the mouth
ot' the Congo river, when private information
was obtained of the presence of an American
slaver up the river. Lieut. T. Lee Walker, of
the Dale, volunteered to lead an expedition,
and in the launch, with a crew of 18 men, penetratedto Ponto da Lenha, thirty miles from
the mouth of the river, surprised the slaver at
her moorings, got her under weigh, navigated
safely through the shoals of the Congo, and in
thirty-six hours from the time of leaving had
her at anchor under the guns of the D^e, with
the captain and crew in confinement.
The prize proved to be the American barque

W. G. Lewis, of 264 tons. She has been sent
to the Unitea States in command of Lieut. Kennard,late first lieutenant of the Dale, to whose
position, as executive officer, Lieut. Walker
now succeeds.
On the morning of Nov. 12th, one of the first

cutter's crew of the Dale died, in five seconds,
of sun stroke.

George B. Butler, a distinguished New
»-''* -. » ranks of the Democracy,

is out in a strong letter against the Administration,for its advocacy of the Lecompton Constitution.In the Bame letter he declares it as
his opinion that Slavery is not an evil, but a

good ; but he believes in giving the people of
Kansas fair play.
Some of the letter-writers record rumors to

the effect that the Administration is already bo

frightened at Mr. Douglas's movement in defenceof Popular Sovereignty, that it will proposethat Congress accept the Lecompton Constitution,with a Proviso carrying it to the peopleof Kansas for ratification or'rejection.
G«n. Cass's Letter to Gov. Walker.

Washington, Dec. 23..Mr. Secretary Cass
has given the following reply to Gov. Walker's
letter of resignation : '

Sir: On Wednesday last I received yourcommunication of the 15th inst., tendering your
resignation as Governor of Kansas. This resignationis accompanied by a long argument 011
the affairs of the Territory generally, to which,
you are well aware, it would be impossible for
this Department to reply. If every officer of
the Government who feels himself constrained (to refuse obedience to the instructions of the

(President shall pursue this uuusual course, and
thus place on the files of the appropriate (Department a criticism on the policy of the
Administration, no person knows better than
yourself to what consequences this might lead, jThey must either cause the charges and argumentsagainst the President to be filed amougthe public archives of the country, without con-

^tradiction or reply, or it must spend the lime
which ought to devoted to the public service in (controversies with subordinate officers who
may disapprove of the President's policy. ,

Whilst duty therefore forbids me to enter intoa controversial discussion with you, on the
various topics embraced in your argument, it

£is proper that I should make a remark on a
single point. You state that the President has
changed his policy in regard to Kansas. And ^

why this allegation ? Simply because the Con- 1

veutiou of Kansas have, in the exercise of the
rights belonging to them, decided that theywould not submit the whole Constitution to the S

people, although they had submitted the all-im- Jportant and dangerous question of Slavery, .

which threatened to convulse the Union, and was
alone prominent in the minds of the peoplethroughout every State. He had not treated *

the submission of this question as a mere nulli- (ty. Under these circumstances, it wa9 his imperativeduty, and this in strict conformitywith previous instructions, to take care that a
fair election be held on this vital question, and ®

thuB give peace to the Union. Had he acted
in any other manner, merely because he pre-

n

ferred the submission of the Constitution originallyto the people, his responsibility would
ehave been of the gravest character. He never ^intended or expressed the opinion that the Con- jventiou was bound to submit any portion of the ^

vjouautuuou 10 me people except the question ^of Slavery, much less that that portion would jbe invalid without such submission. Had he
wentertained such an opinion, this would have
gbeen in opposition to the numerous precedents qwhich have occurred since the adoption of the

Federal Constitution by the different States.
The question of Slavery was the all-absorbing
question, and you were sent to Kansas with the r

confidence of the President to carry out the
principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act. With ^
the question whether Kansas was to be a free f
or a slave State, yon was not to interfere. You
were to secure the people of Kansas a free and n

fair election, to decide the question for them- ?
selves. The President was therefore happy to
learn, from your despatches to this Department. 8

July 15th, that in sill your speeches you had ^
refrained from expressing any opinion as to 8

whether it would be a slave or free State. 1 8

am instructed to inform yon that your resignationof the office of Governor of Kansas has I 11

been accepted. | 1
x am, sir, your obedient servant.

Lewis Cass*It Robert J. Walker, Washington.
bThe Journal of Commerce tells the following Ireply of a boy to his mother : " The father wasof the keep your children at-a-distance class, uand the boy, wanting a new suit, very natarally I:

asked the mother to intercede for him. * Why 1
don't yob ask your father yourself, my son 7' e
said the mother. 1 Why, mother, I would ask a
him, only I don't feel well enough acquainted o
with him,' was the reply." *

»
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THE FIRE-EATERS UPON MR. DOUGLAS.

A Thrilling Adventure with the Mormons.
C. G. Langdon, formerly connected with the

United States Surveyor's cilice in Utah, wai

engaged in his official duties at the time the
United States Court was broken up, and witnessedthe stampede cf Uncle Sam's officers.
Brigham Young having declared that no UnitedStates official should again set foot in the
Valley, Langdon waB prompted to visit Salt Lake
City, and see what preparations the Mormons
were making. He saw them casting cannon
shot, and manufacturing grape and cannister
in great abundauce, and some fifty men making
Colt's dragoon-size revolvers. He was detected,however, and "spotted" fcr destruction.
He say8:
M Accordingly, on the 2uth day of July, whencrossing the street, I was assailed by a party of

ruffians, was knocked down, and most shamefullybeaten with clubs and stones. I was lit- j
"

erally cut and bruised and mangled all over
my head, face, breas4, hands, and arms. I was
taken home unconscious, and hud it not been
for some emigrants there who interposed, I
should have been brutally murdered in the
ttreets, and without the leact possible chance to
iefend myself.
"All was quiet until the night of the 27th of !

luly. I was disturbed by loud rapping at ihe
jack door of the office, (1 lived next door,) and ,ilso heard voices at the front door. I heard .

Mr. Wilson raise the window above, arid ask
what was wanted. He was ordered to come (

lown and deliver himself up, under erreet, by *
he authority of Governor Brigham Young.3e asked what charge they had against him.
Come down, and we'll d.-u soon Bhow you,' i

vas the reply." The next heard was the door being broken 1

>pen, and the voice ot Mr. W. in expostulation <
eith them. The entreaties of his wife, beg- j;ing for them to spare her husband, mingled 8vith with their oaths and obscene expressions,eudered the scene perfectly heart-sickening. 1
[ lay almost powerless witli tha pain of rajrounds and contacting thoughts and emotion?,
intil suddenly I was thoroughly arous-.d by atearing them beneath my wii dow and at the
>ack door. I told my wife not to make a noise,
>r even cry; she did not cry, but her !aat w^rds 8

vere, 'For God's Bake, Geoiae. fly! Go, go, 1
f you can; I.I.cannot set; you murdered! I
)h, go! and I will do the be3t I can to detain j,hem.'

I had time to put on a pair of pantaloons
,nd one stocking, when without any ceremony ''

he door was burst open, and a po-;se of mid- n

ight assassins entered below. I motioned to
ay wife to extinguish the light, which she did. .'hey immediately made a rush for the stairs,
xpecting no doubt that I was preparing for
ght, but I could not have killed a mouse then, t

stopped and kissed my infant hoy, (perhaps
>r the last time on earlh,) then barely had
ime to leap from the window, and in doing so f

cut my foot very badly. It seemed tho Fates b
rere against me. Bnt saddenly the thought ntruck my mind, that if I could possibly make l(ly escape, I might probably he the means of ,aving Wilson.thinking theydare not execute 1
beir bloody purpose on one alone, as the other a
rould be too formidable a witness against them, u
'or I thought ofmy wife and child.yes, I might t
et live to rescue them from the blighting influ- ^nee of their teachings.from a life of poverty,
^norance, and wretchedness. Thus, with reewedenergy, I pursued my way through tho 1
orn fields and thickets, barefooted and bare- pleaded, and nearly nude; bnt at last I found gfriend who relieved me, all that lay in his

^ower, by giving me a pair cf moccasins and
n old hat. Thanks, my friend ; may you never
rant relief.
I was hotly pursued several days. The next

sorning after I started for California, I had
he aatisfaction of seeing seven of my pursuers, a
uwuuicu iuu nruicu vj mu lenu, pusa me wilQin U

wenty yards, while I was secreted behind a n

ape-bush. I could not refrain from a smile, n
sen then, in my critical position, to sea their
:nivea and pistols hung to their belts, while ii
had not even a penknife. n
I have not yet heard from Salt Lake, and do £

tot know the fate of Wilson. I entertain but V
ittle fears for the safety of my wife and child, o
rhe Mormons seldom mole6t or harm a woman, a
xcept to coerce her into measures that are t
ometimes very disa^eeuble. I rely intirely i
m the well-kncwn fortitude and firmness of my I
rife, and do cot think 1 alall be disappointed tl

The Richmond South pours cut the viala of
its wrath upon Judge Douglas, for his oppoei-
Lion to the Lecompton fraud. It says:
"If Judge Douglas had been content with

the delivery of a speech, no matter how obnox-
iou8 its sentimente, he might have hoped for
some charity of construction and leniency of
ceusure among the Democracy of the South;
but surely he cannot expect us to tolerate an
act of such declared and determined hostility as
is revealed in his resistance to the action of the
Lecompton Conventiou. Words may be for-
gotten, but for a blow there is no pardon. And
what more mischievous blow against the South,the Administration, the Democracy, and the
Union, could their most malignant enemy Bug-

fest, than is inflicted by Judge Douglas, when
e employs all his power to prevent & settle-
ment of the Kansas difficulty on the basis of the
Lecompton Constitution ? It is idle to argue
that he only stands upon a point of expediency.He repudiates the suggestion himself as a

reproachful imputation, and claims to contend
for an essential principle. The President deems
it of great importance to the success of his
administration, that Kansas shall be admitted
into the Union with the Lecompton Constitution.Senator Douglas exerts every energy of
his nature to prevent that consummation."
The South, after interpreting the principle cf

the Kansas-Nebraska act " in their own way,"
proceeds to read Senator Douglas out of the
Democratic party.
"The Democratic party affirm the right of

the people of a Territory to develop their inetitutions' iu their own way,' free from all outside
interference. Senator Douglas denies them the
privilege of organizing a Government through
the instrumentality of a representative Convention,and proposes to subject Kansas to restrictions,from which it is exempt by the express
terms of the original act of Congress. After
this statement, will anybody pretend that Sena-
tor Douglas is separated from the South, the
Administration, and the Democratic party, by
nothing more than an immaterial idea of expe-
diency? He occupies a position of open and
defiant antagonism to the South, the Administration,and the Democracy, on the one it-sue
that overshadows every other question of public
policy. He stands shoulder to shoulder with the
Black Republican party of the Ncrih, on the
one distinctive principle of their platform. He
is an apostate from the faiih, and should sutler
the penalties of desertion."
We are anxious to know in what coi dition

the Democratic party will be, when Douglas of
Illinois, Forney of Pennsylvania, and Broder-
ick cf California, are scouted from its ranks.
Every free State will he in the hands of the
Republicans, or at least the enemies of the Slave
Democracy. What will the " South " and its
.li: .In |fcM»i _IOllicu uu liU'JU I

It ia a little singular, that while such sheets
as the Star, of this city, pour out denunciation
upon the head of Senator Douglas, the RichmondEnquirer, an able and old defender of
Slavery, aud published in one of its strongholds,
treats the Illinois Senator with marked courtesyand respect. It says :

" His former eminent services to the South
demand that he should not be denounced, be-
fore ample time has been allowed for an exam-
ination of the position which he occupies. That
Judge Douglas has for many years been the
man upon whom the people of the Seuih have
relied, with perfect confidence, no one will deny.
Gratitude for past services, respect for eminent
talents, and sound policy, alike demand that
the language of friendly remonstrance.nay,
even expressions cf affectionate entreaty, rather
than of harsh denunciation.should be used
towards our former benefactors. When inen
like Douglas make a false step. ar.d we have
reason to believe that they are tottering upon
the brink of the abyss of political destruction, jthey should not be thrust prematurely over, and
their fall greeted with execrations and abuse.
Until, therefore, the clearest evidence is furnishedus that Senator Douglas has become an
avowed enemy of the A;*nrsini&l»atio?i. and a
foe to our rights, we shall uol hold him up to
our readers as an apostate and a BlAck Republican."
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Life of Aaron Burr By James Parton. New y . IMason Brothers. For sale by \V Ballaniyne, \y |Hingion, D C.

This is one of the most agreeably writtea V 1ograpbiee of the year.in some respects, Hbest biography of Aaron Barr extant. It ^Ithe important advantage over that written 11Mr. Davis, that it is condensed and abrid '. Iinto one volume, though this contains near? kg700 pages. No book which we have 1^,., I
seen is more interesting or more readable, s-tHit will pretty surely acquire popularity. Tpe,His, as in most biographies, special pleadio?,^ H
a strong inclination to touch lightly upon u, Idark side of Mr. Burr's character.
The North Br.tish Review. New York I.<t,n*rd >A Co. For sale by Taylor A Maury. Wmfciu/

The November number of this able Rent, Icontains several articles of uuuaual inters IOne, entitled 44 Slavery and the Slave Statn Iwill receive general attention this side the A: Ilactic. It is written with manifest ability, Iby a person conversant with American insti: Itions, which cannot be said of the author of t fWsimilar article in the July number of the R'&i |lmiiustcr Quarterly. A review of "Sir A. Ali |Bon's Histories," an article ou 44 Luttrell's p; U|ary," one on the 44 Memoirs of John Dalton, K)and another upon "Beranger," constituting tb
moat readable portions of this number.
Londou Quarterly Review. Published and for s» p , I

above.
The October number of this work contains It

the usual quantity and quality of matter. A Ijsketchy paper upon 44 Cornwall," a review ofB
that delightful book, 44 Tom Brown's Schoni I
Days," articles upon 44 Communication With B
India," M Court of James I," 41 A Voyage to I
Iceland," Ac., make up its contents.
A Physiological Cook Book. By Mrs llurace Mini I

Boston: TicknorA Field*
The authorship of this book will be sure to

attract the uotice of the general public. It
should be a good one, coming from such %
source.ai.d, after at» examination, we pro
nounce it such. To follow Mrs. Mann, how
ever, in her receipts, one needs to keep i

dairy, as she uses44 cream " iu everything. Wh*
are the denizens of cities to do, who see notb
ing but pale-blue milk the year round ? Sod4
and saleratus are eschewed by Mrs. Manu, aui I
every other substance which she considers to b 1
hurtful. k
The Golden Age of American Oratory By F.dwtrJ * M

I'selier Knsinii Wkillsmnm U'1 "

In this neat volume we have carefully-writ- fl
ten aud sometimes eloquent sketches of Cist,
Webster, Fisher Ames, Choate, Kverett,Pinek- I
uey, Chapin, Beecher, and Wendell Phillips. I
The style of the author is perspicuous and aci I
mated, aud he has succeeded in making a very fl
interesting book.
White Lies. Fart IV. Ii>- Charles R«-ntl,- Komm I

Tieknor & Fields.

We have noticed the previous parts of the
story, and accorded to it the merit of being I
lively, witty, and interesting. The conolusiut fl
of the tale does not change cur opinion of iif I
character as previously expressed. Mr. ReaJt-'i H
stories are all animated and crowded with too fl
dent. Sometimes he is daudyish in style.or, fl
in other words, affected, but he is never dull fl
This should cover a multitude of literary bins I
Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa. Kt
David Livingstone, LL. D. New York : harper a fl
Brothers.
This volume baa been anxiously looked fur II

Curing the last three months, and has at Its H
made its appearance as a reprint this side the I]Atlantic. The volume is issued in a qu&rtc fl
form, and contains over 700 pages and over 411 fl
illustrations. It is, perhaps, the book of travels
for the year. David Livingstone, the author of I
it, is a hero who ranks with Kane, Sir Jobs I
n i i' *r w-k t v "

rranunn, aiungo rark. and other illustrious
discoverers. He tells bis story modestly, in I
lovely language, but every page a'sounda with I
incident, and the reader is enchained till the M
bulky volume is fiuished.

Mr. Livingstone was a plain missionary, sect I
out from England to the wilds of Africa. It u I
a singular fact, that twelve of the sixteen years I
spent in the interior of Africa he was accompaniedby his wife and young children.they
together making the renowned discovery of
Lake Ngami. Before, however, making hid
iongest journeys, he sent his family to Knglaud.
This occurred in 1850, he then expecting to
join them there two years afterward, but did
not till 1856. The journey from the Cape o!
Good Hope to Loando, ou the West Coast, and
the subsequent one thence across the African
continent to the Eastern ocean, will carry his
name to future generations as a resolute, sellpoeeessed,and successful traveller. He was

ilone in these journeyings.that is, he was not
accompanied by any white man.and, with prolenceand an inventive genius, surmouuted all
the difficulties which lay in his path. He was

often in the very jaws of death, but escaped,
time after time, almost miraculously.
The chief merit of Mr. Livingstone's journeys

msy be his vast additions to the geographical
knowledge fef the world, but it is not the only
ncerit. The example of such a man, the picture
:f such heroism as his, not only interests, but
jurifies and ennobles him who stops to lock
it it.

'ortrails of My Marr ed Friends. By t'nole Ben "* <*

York : Applrton A. Co.
" Uncle Ben" evidently has a prejudice

igainst married people. His portraits of his
narried friends are nftt, upon the whole, pleas>ntto look at. There are bright exceptions.
>ut not many. Uncle Ben should have married
urn a pretty, faithful, loving wife, and he would |
lave written a somewhat different book, we are

ure.if he had written any at all. Ten to one,
ie would have, in this event, been so nappy "
iever to have written one!
The sketches in the volume are very wed

rritten, and will furnish amusement for & win;r'sevening.
he Atlantic Monthly. Boston : Phillip*, Sampson Afu
The January number of the Atlantic may

trike the reader at 6rst to be a little heavy,
ut it is really an excellent specimen of the ne«
lonihly. A few of the articles are upon oat
>rs pertaining to the arts and sciences, but
lero is the usual assortment of spicy and reaJblepapers. Among those which have please<l
3 most, we may mention a poem entitled "CsiwbaWine," and another, entitled " The Wedii.gVeil," a fine historical sketch of Spartacus,
ill of interest and fire, another instalment ot
lr. Holmes's »niu «ninti>J
oern, 44 Tackiug Off Shore," with the genuine
mack of gait water in it," and a spirited and
svere review of the President's Message. AlJgether,it is a capital Dumber.

Slavery in Kansas.
Ihe Charleston Mercury, which represent*
large number of Representatives and Sensorsin the present Congress, says, in its comlentson the Kansas parts of the President *

lessage :
44 We diffjr, too, with the President, as to what

i submitted to the vote of the people. We do
ot think that the question of Slavery or do

lavery is submitted to the vote of the People
Vhether the clause in the Constitution is voted
ut or voted in, Slavery exists, and has a guarntte in the Constitution that it shall not be >D'

erfered with; whilst, if the Slavery party lQ

Kansas can keep or get the majority of id0

legislature, they may open wide the door fot
he immigration of slavea."


